The Blue Flag experience: Quality, Safety and Respect for the Environment
The process and criteria in Cyprus and internationally
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The Blue Flag program is one of the most recognized international symbols of quality for
beaches and marinas. Itis awarded exclusively to beaches and marinas that meet strict
environmental, educational, organizational, and safety standards. The Blue Flag signifies a
safe and clean beach, as evaluated on the basis of the program’s internationally
established criteria.

The Blue Flag program is entirely voluntary. In Cyprus, itis coordinated by the not-for-
profit organization CYMEPA (Cyprus Marine Environment Protection Association), in
cooperation with the Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE), which makes the final
award decision. Cyprus joined the program in 1994 following an initiative of the Cyprus
Tourism Organization (now Deputy Ministry of Tourism) and CYMEPA, which was founded in
1992.

As part of the Blue Flag initiative, water quality analyses in Cyprus began in 1995, well
before the country joined the European Union. Results were submitted to the competent
authorities, ensuring systematic monitoring. Since EU accession in 2004, the European
Bathing Water Directive has been in force, and Cyprus has consistently ranked among the
countries with the cleanest bathing waters in Europe.

Application and Inspection

Municipalities or communities that wish to include their beaches in the Blue Flag program
submit an application to CYMEPA. The application is then reviewed, and the National Jury
convenes to evaluate and recommend to FEE which beaches and marinas may qualify.

The National Jury is composed of representatives of CYMEPA (National Operator), the
Deputy Ministry of Tourism (National Coordinator), and the following institutions: State
General Laboratory, Public Health Services, Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth, Union
of Cyprus Municipalities, Union of Cyprus Communities, Cyprus Consumers Association,
AKTI - Centre of Studies and Research, Cyprus Lifesaving Federation, Cyprus Institute of
Maritime and Shipping, Deputy Ministry of Shipping, and Ministry of the Interior.

Blue Flag Criteria

We stress that the responsibility for the full implementation of criteria lies with the
Local Authorities and the Marina Managers. CYMEPA conducts at least two inspections
per season on all beaches awarded the Blue Flag to ensure continuous compliance with



the criteria. The Members of the National jury may also conduct control visits and
frequently FEE sends external auditors.

1. Water Quality

Sampling is carried out by experienced Health Inspectors of the Ministry of Health.
Analyses are performed by the State General Laboratory (an accredited body), and results
are managed by the Department of Environment. While the Directive requires monthly
analyses during the bathing season, Blue Flag beaches undergo additional testing every
two weeks to ensure water purity. Results are posted on information boards on each beach
to guarantee transparency and inform bathers.

2. Environmental Management

The award also considers the cleanliness and maintenance of the beach and facilities, the
presence of waste and recycling bins, and the protection of local ecosystems by the local
authorities.

3. Environmental Education and Information

Beaches applying for or holding the Blue Flag must provide information boards near the
Blue Flag mast. They are also required to carry out at least one environmental awareness
activity each year.

4. Safety and Services

Lifeguard coverage must be ensured during designated hours, which are clearly posted on
the information board, along with first aid equipment. Beaches must also have an
emergency plan and safe access.

Itis important to note that operating hours for lifeguards are determined by the local
authority (municipality or community) in cooperation with the Ministry of the Interior and
the Joint Rescue Coordination Center (JRCC). Lifeguard deployment is planned according
to visitor numbers, Blue Flag status, risk levels, geographical conditions, and other relevant
factors.

Managing Pollution Incidents
If pollution is detected, then the local authority:

e Immediately informs other competent authorities

e Posts Notices on each information board, and makes public announcements

e Lowers the Blue Flag temporarily until the incident is resolved and notifies CYMEPA.
e Take measures to identify and address the source of pollution.



e Health Services carry out additional sampling until water quality is restored.

Marine pollution may occur occasionally due to natural phenomena or human activities.
The Blue Flag program promotes transparency and accountability, empowering the local
authorities to ensure that the public is informed promptly about the state of the beach and

bathing waters.

The Blue Flag is not only a symbol of clean waters but also a comprehensive mechanism of
response and communication in cases of environmental incidents, strengthening public
trust and protecting both bathers and the marine environment.



